bnolfsnwj  m\  lliw 
l)00g  Yiijs  Y/9fi  iOY9fl  orig  ,'gnjmj38'i  ono  vim  8998  erfa 
ihms  9fqo9q  ^nrro^  oijsm  oi  iud  ,^mhm'i  lo  9mo3 
-jnuxl  &  'gnio^  si  bxiBcfaurf  i9d  \1  ,n()ijj58T[9Ynoo  'lol: 
ed  "il  .^]JOi9^ax5b  08  gi  c^i  ,^nijnuf{  89iJ5d  9^8  ^ni 
^•itraijglq  o:^!^!  njsa  adrjpgkrqiriJT^i  9da  ,9bii  ii  *iol  890'g 
b1  9d  H  .*i9d^9'gOT  sTTrcfrr  Alf  I^Jgbd  eld  no  goiiiis  nt 
.miow-iood  J5  dojJ8  wr.8  i9Y9n  9d8  .^iindil  gld  or 
i&  g^fiwls  mm  89tJ3d  9d8  /inohjsq  9dj-  ni  8 jig  9ii  'il 
1JJ08  9d8  g9ob  f-x/flT  .8'§ni'd8  noiqB  &'9Y1y/  'liodj 
-nl  ;t80frf  Qih  \d  r^i^on^iuoao  nofffmoo  ^ib^b 
III  ^flidj  "^i9Y3  ia,  -gtirlool  ^mhuhh  kobqo  8iioin9^ 
,w91y  lo  inioq  ;t8iow  ofli 
noli'ioq  b9ioH^  g'gno  'isliidrrri  \^ih'iu?A&  ^mlW 
.  -fi£  oi  ^Hfjaig-rsq  Ylo:t«snij8do  08  x^I  agsniqqBd 

?  gnorgnlofiOD  ii-bI  98imo*iq  gsooj^iBsqqis  lidi  inidi 
^iiilliwnn  9d  ."gnm-iom  edi  nl  gsnidg  nua  odi  Yi  ,-^dW 

?nojd§hcnifw  'lodrmw  ohl  sqorf  oT'bsniloni  8y,bw1p 
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ill  ei9Y/  v.HUH'JihH.  Y'Avih'l  bflB  aoUiiS  vcajjA 

.:;ncd  ei^-'^  ^-^^ni  ni  o-gBllh  edi  "io  giasl 

1  'ildt  J8  oiod  dlod  YOfil 
i^biAsrii  .a-vo  >-v-:..^  vo  -svoled  djod  oiow  '^edj  bnjE 
baB  ^97iJoi5  ^;lfi9nod  ,r\edoH  eaw  sH  .saoliBfsi  Bo^ 
eiBYiiq  goiJfi*  YijBlq[ri9Z9~~-^8iJohi8nbni 
^niciiOQsd  8eDi:  J  sdi      Lesgsggoq— ^elij 

esori j  lo  ^dj3  ^d  jj^rii^aigixa  has  ^aohifjnoo  sldmcirf  aid 
1o  i9^sB'iJ3do  od)  miolsb  semliemos  iadi  ssoiv  eeoi^ 
aoo  ^beieqrasJ-  hoo^  ^Uebom  saw  9d8  oiooq  9dJ 
ni  bofiiBlnoo  ?A  doum  ban — suoigibi  Lnxj  ^b9in9j 
Jdguod)  Joii  8J8W  9da  '^to99  .sbiow  lool  .989dJ' 
Usd  ;  aoUnsl^B  joBijjB  9d8  Lib  loa— -8a988oq  oJ 
^ioasooani  ^djLG9d  Q'luq  ai  89bi89i  miBd^  i9V9ii3dv/ 
bsgaobd  led)  ,^8i9afiam  1o  ^iioilqraia  bciB  ^hmd  lic 
^aiiboa  gi5w  sisdl  slldw  ;  mudefiil  T^nnB^I  ol 
I'^d  in9V9iq  oj  9io^3  10  sdbI  lod  UiodQ  "J9dii9 
..levol  «  I0  80Y9  edj  ai  h/iijrjBsd  0979  -^nimQQt 


It.    BI^II^JB  AXI.AIII. 


Allan  Bruce  and  Fanny  Raeburn  were  in 
no  respect  remarkable  among  the  simple  inhabi- 
tants  of  the  village  in  which  they  were  born. 
They  both  bore  a  fair  reputation  in  the  parish, 
and  they  were  both  beloved  by  their  own  friends 
and  relations.  He  was  sober,  honest,  active,  and 
industrious, — exemplary  in  the  duties  of  private 
life, — possessed  of  the  humble  virtues  becoming 
his  humble  condition,  and  unstained  by  any  of  those 
gross  vices  that  sometimes  deform  the  character  of 
the  poor.  She  was  modest,  good  tempered,  con- 
tented, and  religious — and  much  is  contained  in 
these  four  words.  Beauty  she  was  not  thought 
to  possess — nor  did  she  attract  attention  ;  but 
whatever  charm  resides  in  pure  health,  innocence 
of  heart,  and  simplicity  of  manners,  that  belonged 
to  Fanny  Raeburn ;  while  there  was  nothing 
either  about  hpr  face  or  figure  to  prevent  her 
seeming  even  beautiful  in  the  eyes  of  a  lover. 
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These  two  humble  and  liappy  pensonsnvie^abbi  j 
trothed  in  noarriagei    Their  affeetion  hadiin^iis!i.f 
bly  grown  without  any  courtship,  for  they  had/livedlj 
daily  in  each  other's  sight ;  and,  undistiirbedj  b^H! 
jealously  or  rivalry,  by  agitating  hopes  or  depress  J 
sing  fears,  their  hearts  had  been  tenderly  united 
long  before  their  troth  was  solemnly  pledged^ and  i 
they  now  looked  forward  with  a  calm  and  rational | 
satisfaction  to  the  happy  years,  which  they  hum- 1 
bly  hoped  might  be  stored  up  for  them  by  a  boun-  f 
liful  Providence,  Their  love  was  without  romaneo^ 
but  it  was  warm,  tender  and  true;  they  ware  iprerir 
pared  by  its  strength  to  make  any  sacrifice  for/each 
other  $  sakes  ;  and,  had  death  taken  away  eithei  r 
of  them  before  the  wedding-day,  the  survivor  might 
not  perhaps  have  been  clamorous  in  grief,,  or  visited 
the  grave  of  the  departed  with  nightly  lamenta-s 
tations,  but  not  the  less  would  that  grief  Kave  l^ma 
sincere,  and  not  the  less  faithful  would  memory 
have  been  to  all  the  imagef;^j@fc^eiij)fek 

Their  marriage  daj^  wail  fefe^tt^-andA^^  Brwci^j 
had  rented  a  small  cottage,  with  a  garden  sloping'; 
down  to  the  stream  that  cheered  his  native  vill^geJ 
Thither,  in  about  two  montlm,  he  was  to  take; hia^ 
sweet  and  affectionate  Fannyr~she  was  to  worki- 
with  her  needle  as  before-rr-and  be  in  the  fields^ 
No  change  was  to  taka  place  in  their  Jives,  but 'ialj 
change  of  contentment  to  happiness;  A»d  ifiOodj) 
prolonged  to  them  the  possession  of  healthy  and* 
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bl^bssei;  themi^^ith:  :;el^^^  feared  not  to 

brin§  •  tlioiii  decerilliy  i  up,  and  to  afford  sunshine 
Ciiad  shelter  to  the  living  flowers  that  might  come 
to  gladden  their  house.  Such  thoughts  visited 
the  fouls  of  the  lovers,^  and  they  were  becoming 
deafer  ^nd  di eater  to  one  another  every  hour  that 
brought  them  iJlosi^lo  tfe^eirviuarriage 

'  mild  '^d!  d-  '-  r-  .  -     -        -        '  '        ■  .  : : 

°«iAtftfahdifiie  I'Vllan  be«:ati  to  feel  a  slitJ-ht  dim- 
fiess  in  hij^  sight)  of  which  he  did  not  take  much 
©rfce,  attributing  it  to  some  indisposition  brought 
diQihy c^lie  severity  of  his  winter's  work.  For  he 
buid;  toiled  late  and  early,  during  all  weatherHy 
suil}  atiiB^eivvr  lei nd  of  labour,  to  gain  a  sum  suffi- 
ce!?!? to  furnish  resj/ectably  im  lowly  dwelling, 
anxl  ate  to  array  his  sweet  bride  in  wedding 
eletjies  of  which  she  should  not  be^  ashamed. 
Tim  rydimrwiss,  however,  each  succeeding  day, 
darkened  imi  deepened,  tili^ven  his  I^anny's  face 
was  indistinctly  discerned  by  him,  and  he  lost  al- 
together the  smile  which  never  failed  to  brighten 
it^whenever  he  appeared.  Then  he  became  sad 
aiidldispirited,  for  the  fear  of  l^lindness  fell  upon 
hlm^  and  he  thought  of  his  steps  being  led  in  hi» 
helplessness  by  the  hand  of  a  child,  lie  prayc^d 
to  God  to  avert  this  calamity  from  him— but  if 
not^  to  bestow  upon  him  the  virtue  of  resignation. 
Hfij  thought  of  the  differeni  blind  men  whom  he 
liadikhoiw^n,  and  as.  far  as  he  could;  know^  they  all 
«ieemed  happy.    That  belief  pacified  liis  soul/ 
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vvhen  it  ^^•as  ahHiit'  t^'^fv'i'  ^li^  ^t^>  Hk^mW 
upspair ;  arid  ovoiy  morning- at  su6'H?>ff  Wh^'tll^ 
fast  advancing  verdure  of  spring  seei^i^B'  Word'dlfir 
and  o'limmcringbefore  his  eyes,  he  fell  his  ^oul'iWofy 
and  n]ore  resigned  to  that  final  extinc-tfoti'of 
day's  blessed  light,  which  he  'kij(iw  miT^i  iJB^iiB 
doom  before  the  earth  w^as  (itivMA^^v/M^'^S 
flowers  and  fragrance  of  J  nnW'^   voevfnf^  \yy,2Bii 

^-1970  oj        BBW  noijoilftjs  eidn&dw  Jjod  id:o.abffa 

■  It  was  'as  lie  ^ifeared  f  "and  "Allan"  Bfu'ie^^^^g^ 
now  stone-blind.  Fanny's  voice  had  aiway'^' 
sweet  in  his  ear,  and  now  it  was  sweeter  sti?f 
when  heard  in  the  darkness.  Sv\^eet  had  be'e\f 
tlie  kisses  which  breathed  from  h  anrijjS'  fh 
while  Iiis  eyes  delighted  in  their  rasy ffeshn;e 
But  sweeter  were  thev  now  when  tbey-^fificHeff 
his  eye  lids,  and  he  felt  npon  his  (^fiMs^^f^lppf 
trinkling  tears.  She  visited  hffti^^ifffHfi  J^i^VM 
house,  and  led  him  with  her  gelatff  (rfdlng 
into  the  adjacent  fields,  and  down\  alonii-'^ii^ 


sel  them  what  to  do  in  thelf 

These  meetings  were  always  happy  meetings 


c^^)jl]fanipd^  d  H_is^.love|,  which  ^  Im^ 

feftPSftes^^fi^R  i^yf'^M"  wa^iiip  of  joinh|kilii 
4flQt}]^^jg|gLj'j  prospect,  of  enjoyment/  was  now 
^?.^_^5^^r^^^^njj.  the  sad  sense  of  his  unfortunate  con- 
d|f^Q||^  fiDj(i,rende red  thereby  a  deep  and  devout 
g^tjpi^^^.w^iich  had  its  comfort  in  its  own  nnwit" 
nessed  privacy  and.,  imperishable  truth.  The 
tones  of  his  Fanny's  voice  were  with  him  on  hi?? 
rnidnght  bed,  when  his  affliction  was  like  to  over- 
ggme^^lui^^o^titude;    and  to  know  that  he  was 

?f^y ^jte^e^^^  that  gentle  and  innocent 

|jfji(^^-\yas'  .a  thouglit  tiia  gave  light  to  darkness' 
aj^^jsi|ffered  sleep  to  falf  balmily  on  lids  that 
smj^^  im^e^^gs^.al ready  dark  as  in  profoundest  slam- 
{x,^.^]^ita^^_ek  fc^^^^   of  her  pitying  embrace  was' 

of  his  dreums  ; 

(:^t^i\J,^}^^^^W  his  sfeep  beaming  con-,^ 

sQjal;ix)jj  i^pon^  him,  that  aKv ays  assumed  at  last 
^ftfFlf -^^^nf^if^^-^^^*  an d  as  ih ey  grew  m o re  distinct^ 
^ffi         ^  p  erfec  1 1  i  ken  ess  o  f  his  own 
^ii^^"i?^§lf^fl  maiden.    He  la^  doWp 

p^ay^e^rs^l  ||j^e  y-ose^^i^^yvit  \rcaiM 
gliding  in  upon  him,  as  he  knelt  dow^n  at  his  bed- 
side in  the  warm  beams  of  the  unseen  morning 
light. 

^^miQQm  V(p|jad  -ay^xiwla  9i9w  r.^ciaon 
^^^l^^^4  w^fp  ^0,.^pgc^^^^  blind,  th.y,  and 
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deed  all  their  friends  and  relations,  set  tlieirfaeos 
against  marriage.  This  they  did  in  kindness  to 
them  both,  for  prudence  is  one  of  the  best  virtues, 
of  the  poor,  and  to  indulge  even  the  holiest  af-, 
f»3ctions  of  our  nature,  seems  to  them  to  be  siriful, 
if  an  affliction  from  God*s  hand  intimates  that 
such  union  would  lead  to  sorrow  and  distress. 
The  same  thoughts  had  taken  possession  of  Al-  j 
lan's  own  soul,  and  loving  Fanny  Raeburn  with! 
a  perfect  affection,  why  should  he ,  wish  her,  in 
the  bright  and  sunny  days  of  her  youthful  prim^, 
to  become  chained  to  a  Blind  Man's  Steps,  kept 
in  constant  poverty  and  drudgery  for  his  sake, 
and  imprisoned  in  a  lonesome  but,  during  tile 
freedom  of  her  age,  and  the  joyful ness  of  n attire 
ringing  over  the  earth  "  It  has  ple^ased  God," 
said  the  blind  man  to  hunself,  "  that  our  marriage 
should  not  be.  Let  Fanny,  if  she  chooses,  some 
time  or  other,  marry  another,  and  be  happy." 
And  as  the  thought  arose,  he  felt  the  bitterness  of 
the  cup,  and  wished  that  he  might  soon  be  in  hTs 
grave. 

For,  while  his  eyes  were  not  thus  dark,  he  saw 
many  things  that  gave  him  pleasure,  besides  hi^ 
Fanny,  well  as  he  loved  her;  nor  had  Mk 
been  an  absorbing  passion,  although  most  sinoerloi 
He  had  often  been  happy  at  his  work,  with  his 
companions,  in  the  amusement  of  his  age  and  con- 
dition, with  tho^  t)wn  family,' 


v,v>litl]Owt!  thinkin  liis  dear  Fanny  Rao- 

^^jbiirn.  .^^he  was  not  often,  to  be  sure,  entirely 
,^9^it  of  his  thoughts^  for  the  consciousness  of  loving 
d]er,  and  of  being  beloved,  accompanied  his  steps, 
jajthpugh  he  , scarcely  knew  it,  just  as  one  v^no 
tji(yes  on  a  lake  side^  or  by  the  murmur  of  a 
,|trean3,  niay  feel  the  brightness  and  the  shadows 
i^f  the  one,  and  hear  the  constant  music  of  the 
;other,  mingling  as  a  remembrance  or  a  dream 
with  the  impressions,  thoughts,  passions,  and  feel- 
ings of  his  ordinary  human  life.  But  now,  what 
had  been  less  pleasant  or  necessary  to  him  all 
faded  away,  and  he  saw  in  his  darkness,  one 
image  only — Fanny  Raeburn — he  heard  in  his 
darkness  one  sound  only— Fanny  Raeburn's 
voice.  ^Was  she  to  smile  in  another  man's 
house?  Surely^  that  could  not  be;  for  her 
smiles  were  hisj,  and  to  transfer  them  to  another 
seemed  tp  him  to  be  as  impossible,  as  for  a 
;  mother  to  forget  her  own  children,  and  pour 
TV,ith  equal  fondness  her  smiles  upon  the  face  of 
another  who  belonged  not  to  her  blood.  Yet 
such  transference,  such  forge tfulness,  such  sad 
change  had  been,  that  he  well  knew,  even  in 
"|.he^  short  and ^^imple  annak  of  the  poor,",  which 
^lone  he  had  read ;  and  who  would  blame,  who 
^,€)uld  pity,  who  would  remember  the  case  of  thii 
(j^es^rted,  and  forsaken  poor  Blind  Man  ?    -  ; 

^  Fanny  Raeburn  had  always  been  a  dutifu' 
cjiild,  and  slie  listened  to  the. arguments  of  her  par- 
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TOSWgstb  obigy  them  in  all  thi'n^J^  iri  ^*yrh'M^^^ 
herldwiy  torobejf— ^bwt  hei*e  ^lie  kn^#  60 1  W hit t  t^^aL^ 
bef  dMty.o^  To  give  up  Allien  Br^tfce-was  a'  tliougbt 
faV  worse  to  iier  than  to  give*  u])  life.  '11^  v^as  to 
suffer  her  heartstrings  to  ,be^  hourly  V6Yn-v!p  by  ife 
i*.bots.    If  thef  two  were  willing  to  b^  iiiarrie3;W 
gfeould  any  one  else  interfere  ?    If  God  had  strfcl?^  : 
en  Allan  with  blindness  aftesr  their  marriag^  j 
would  any  one  have  counselled  hei*  to  leave  hitii'f  I 
Or  pitied  her  becaiisb  she-had  to  live  with  lier  tfv^  4 
blind  i husband  ?    .Qr  .iW5o;uld  the  fear  of  poyefiy  j 
ii?#^Jbeiaimbed  her  fefelin%^?*^"<)^^^WherpWtfliia  \ 
it  not  have  given  new  alacrity  to  hel* '^i^fi^sj'^iid  1 
new  courage  to  her  heart?    So  she  resolved,' 
meekly  and  calmly,  to  tell  Allan  that  she  would 
be  his  wife,  and  that  she  lielievferf  tliat  'sueM- was,j 
in  spite  of  this  mmawn^/^i  m\\  ^mi^i 
-  '  :  -  weni  I-^-^nsiiA— bniid  liov  sbcrn 

■I        W9a>i  I— sino^  olari  fwA  Qcl  hluoo 

ymte^^^^fiHam^lheii^  6f  CM{  ^'>^k6'%t!^^% 
aft^WdiMtnelserTibe^^IfeatJjr^^  hiWi^%he 
church ^yard,  and  putting)  Meii?  ^^ij^i'h^his;^ 
\y al ke d  away  1 0 ge the  r,  «y fif i ©gly '^M ' ^ c h^ferf uF^&t 
tth©  rest  of  the  congregation,  only  'with  some vi/'li^V 
^slower  a n d  more  c aii tro us  steps .  Th ey  p roc e¥dM 
along  the  quiet  meadow  fields  by  the  banks  oT'tHb 
fstream,  and  then  across  the  smooth  green  br^^v^, 
#>ey  gently  id^scended?%Titd  Ajtet^^^^^^^^^t 
jl^fm  |(>'gether  iHid  Kttte^feirv:te*^i^;'tV^iic(r^^ 
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|ig^(4s> mingling  witli  one  talkK^piiig  bfceh,  Imd 
jg*  themselves  framed  a  place  whdre^tliey  had  oftcij 
jg^t  before  Allan  was  blind,  and  where  they  had 
fet  spoken  of  wedded  life. '  Fano j  could  hav« 
f(j^pst  wept  to  see  the  earth,  and  the  sky,  and  the 
^^-|iole  day,  so  beautiful,  now  that  Allan's  cye:^ 
;«^fi;re  dark,  but  ho  whiyspered  to  her,  that  the  smeii 
c^4he  budding  trees,  and  of  the  primroses  that  he 
l^agw were  pear  his  feet,  was  pleasant  indeedj  and 
Vl^t  tho;  singing  of  $11  the  little  birds  iiiade  his 
L^^t, .^-^i^cei!<w;ithin  h im— so  Fan ny  sat  beside  h er 
bjiad,  lo^r  in  ^erone  happiness,  and  felt  strength- 
jg[]ed  in  her  conviction  that  it  was  her  duty  to  be- 

^bsvlotfOi  ods  08    ;i  J :  - 

bhiow  oda  Jisri)  obHA  iis;      :       ■  "  '  -  ^ -  - 

you  hap|^4^  ^1  jtb#  I  Jfeske  wffeartliU  t^ll^#4 
made  you  blind — Allan — 1  knew  not  how  my  soul 
could  be  knit  unto  yours — I  knew  not  the  love 
^^t;W£|$  j^j^lltiy  jbm^»    To  srt  by  yoii  with  luy 
WiMfefet^-^-' ^^^^  yy^^  0 n  t  th  u s  on  pleasan t  SabbatiiS 
Q^i% t§}>:^  -^^re  that  your  feet  do  not  stu mbl^^**^ 
that- nothing  shall  ever  olfer  violence  to  yoiir 
J^qe— to  suffer  no  solitude  to  surromid  you--  but 
^^i^it  3^ou  may  know,  in  your  darkness,  that  snin^ 
gtjl^s,  which  God  still  permits  to  see,  are  always 
you— for  these  ends--^ Allan  — will  I  marry 
my  beloved— thou  Diust  not  say  nay— for 
j^io^iiWt>,^Moiiot  forgive  me,  if  I  became  not  thy 
^,;^\r^'^oi        Fanny  fell  Biion  his  neck  and  w^pt. 


There  wa«  soraetliing  in  the  quifet  lone  of  KoF 
voice— Cometh ing  in  the  meek  fold  of  her  emlirace 
—something  in  the  long  weeping  kiss  that  she  kept 
breathing  tenderly  over  his  brow  and  eyes— that 
justified  to  the  Blind  Man  his  marriage  with  such 
a  woman.    "  Let  us  be  married,  Fanny,  on  the 
day  fixed  before  1  lost  my  sight.    Till  now  I  khew 
not  fully  either  your  heart  or  my  own— riowl  fear; 
nothing.    Would — my  best  friend — I  could  Butf^ 
see  thy  sweet  face  for  one  single  moment  now — 
but  that  can  never  be!*' — "All  things  are  possible 
to  G»(s)d>-p and  although  to  human  skill  your  c^f^  / 
isthopeless^— it  is  not  utterly  so  to  my  heart'-ryefc- 
if' ever  it  becomes  so,  Allan,  then  will  I  love  thee 
better  even  than  1  do  now,  if  indeed  my  heart  caiif; 
contain  more  affection  than  that  with  which  it  ndW^^ 
overflows.*'  "^.I  '.-  'i  

Allan  Bruce  and  Fanny  Raeburn  were  marrie8i^^' 
And:  although  there  was  felt,  by  the  most  careless;- 
heart,  t6"  be  something  sad  and  solemn  in  such  nup- ' 
tials,  yet  Allan  made  his  marriage-clay  one  of  so-  ' 
ber  cheerfulness  in  his  native  village.  Fanny  wore  i 
her  white  ribbands  in  the  very  way  that  used  to  be  i 
pleasant  to  Allan's  eyes;  and  blind  as  he  how  was,  ^ 
these  eyes  kindled  with  a  joyful  sniile,  when  ho^ 
turned  the  clear  sightless  orbs  towards  his  bride^^ 
and  skw  her  within  his  soul  arrayed  in  the  simple 
white  dress  which  he  heard  all  about  him  sayings 
so  well  beeaniethcr  sw^<^  looks^iirf  ftM 'fclatlohs- 
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aj>4  bi§  own  p^took  of  the  marriage  feast  in  their 
cottager-- there  was  the  sound  of  music  and  danxfirig 
feet  on  the  little  green  plat  at  the  foot  of  the  gar= 
dei>i  hy  the  river's  side — ^the  bride's  youngest  sister, 
who  was  henceforth  to  be  ah  inmate  of  the  hous6, 
remained  when  the  party  went  away  in  the  quiet 
of  tb^e  even ing^i  and  peace;  contentment  and  love, 
folded  their  wings  together  over  that  humble 
dwelling,  I 

l^jcom  that  day,  Allan  and  his  wife  were  perfect- 
ly^ ji  a  ppy-~--and  they  could  not  help  wondering  dt 
tlie^ir  fornier  fears.  There  was>  at  once  a  general 
dp^rmiiiation  formed  all  over  the  parish  to  :do 
them  every  benefit,  Fanny,! who  had  always  been 
distinguished  for  her  skill  and  fancy  as  a  seamstress, 
became  now  quite  the  fashionable  dress-maker  of 
the  village,  and  had  more  employment  offered  than 
shg^9^i]4^aceept^  So  that  her  industry  alone  was 
niQ^e^lhw  sufficient  for  all  their  present^ants. 
BiitTrAllan,  though  blind,  was  not  idle*  Fie  im* 
mediately  began  to  instruct  himself  in  various  de- 
partments pf  a  blipd  man 'S  work.— A  loom  was 
pi|rchased;  and  in  a  few  weeks  be  was  heard  sing- 
ing ip  the  sound  of  his  fly-shuttle,  as  naerry  as  the' 
bvllfinch  in  the  (jage  that  hung  at  the  low  window  ; 
of  Jh4s  room.  He  was  not  long  in  finding  out  the 
w^y  of  platting  rush-ru'gs  and  wicker t baskets— 
thf„  figgr€[S  of  all  of  which  were  soon,  as  it  were^ 
vi^g^^^^OMgtl  hi^yery  fingers  ;  ^nA  beforti  six; 


EiOD ths  wer-Q  qyexuMkn^^i  J^.f^^i wife,  W^^ri? 

^^id  to,  be  g^ji\mg  ^Jcl^  atid^i^.v^arm  ble 

fram  0very  Ijeart  Mpon  t^eAJ^  ^(J.lJlgil^^  viffi^^ 

Allan  bad  always  been  fond  of  tuiisj^,  ajod,  b;i^ 
voiee  was  tlie  Enest  tenor  in  all  tbe  kirk.^  |,$9i  jji^l 
bj&pin  in  tbe  evenings  of  winter,  to  teacb/^  schoolj 
^X§M^eii  m«sic-r-and.thLiS(evary  hOiiiiV  was  tunaieidj 
%Jr4cg^#t^jaAlJjan  repined  not  nw 
k^vlellf^tftiif  fcj^  blindness  were  a-;  }f]esBing-{iQ^,it^ 
f<>rc(^d  bjm_  to  trust  to       own  soul— to;  Xiimio^J^ 

Jjaoy/  odj  ni  mid 

ni  10  .loodflgiofi  a  io  bii^od  sldjsjiqgod  ^.ebie  s'levi'i 
ojai^^ah&jKs  oiolsd  s^BldcqeggB  biuy-do-iudO  eilj 
Whatever  misgivings  of  mipji)  ^l§gi,j,|Jjn^ 
might  have  experienced — whatever  faintings  and 
sickenings  and  deadly  swoons  of  despair  might  have 
QwmmmQ  hi3  heartj— it  ^§%jn^t5%mg^  before  [he 
vtes/Jiiifreed..maii  fromall^h  He  yva^^ 

ib^inimUxM^  like  many^^as, worthy  as  he^,  jri  ai^ 
j  Ae.was  notpn  ^Q(^t|^Yjy:}^]5ijg)rv^9cyj 
f^bof^iilUng  idle,,  ari^l^  of  • 

side  an  ill-fed  life,  .^^nd  a.- scanty  board  :  ,  be 
not  forced  to  pace  step  by  st^p  along  thje,,.]<fci^]^^^ 
lighted  streets  and  squares  of  a  city,  forcing  out 
beautiful  music  to  gain  a  few  pieces  of  coin  from 
pmsiB&o J:^  ^en>tl;anced  for  ,,§,;ji^o,n:yyitj iMT^^ 


i^itelife^rthe  elvilling  sleet^  with  an  ttbjeGt  t^m 
Wf^'dilf  pfbikuiei:  with  a  eold  lieart  fot  t;oi4^t^ 
charity; — but  he  was,  although  he  humbly  felt  and' 
acknowledged  tKat  he  was  in  nothing  more  worthy 
than  these,  a  man  loaded  with  many  blessings, 
^^AM  b»y  W%>tistBi^^^^  ingle,  laughed  rounds  by  a 
ffobK  ^f  j  oy  fu  1  c  h  il  dren ,  1  o  ve- ten  de  d  and  1  o  v  e- 1  igh  t- 
^a*q^'if^a%rif#;^who  was  to  1) i m  at  once  m us i c  arid. 
rk3¥^ftl^^f' %%ile  his  house  stood  in  the  middle  of 
^^fliliiie,  of  which  all  the  inhabitants 
fl4#^ds,^^rrd  x^^  all  whose  hands  the  linage fc^^w^s^ 
E!fi^#'H;When  it  touched  his  door,  and  of  all  wh^)s^^i^ 
void^fte  tone  was  felt  when  it  kindly  accosted 
him  in  the  wood,  in  the  f]eldi;lirlh^g^TWtnv  by  tli^ 
river's  side,  hos})itable  board  of  a  neighbonr,  or  in 
the  Church-yard  assemblage  before  entering  into 
t!]fe'I^oii^e^b:f  Qod. 
has  B'^ai.tnijsi  lavolBd w — i^oonehsqzf- 
o^sni  id'ojrn  •rifiqgob  io  e^r^-'  ' 
'^^^rral'41d|^^^ir.s^pSs^klong.  Children  were  born 
were'  healthv,  and  well  beha\ed,- 
A'ljldss'in'g  ffested  u|)on  them  and  all  that  belonged? 
ttPffietn,  aiid  the  name  of  ''Blind  Allan"  carried 
Vs/!th  it  far  and  near  an  authority  that  could  belong 
only  to  virtue,  piety,  and  faith  tried  by  alMiction 
and  found  to  stand  fast. 

^'■Ten  years  ago^Hv lien  they  married,  Allan  Bruce 
and  Fanny  Raeburn  were  among  the  poorest  of 


tl^i^  poor,  and  heid  it  pLeasp^  Q,9f^  ^^^^4  sickness 
pmong  them,  hard  had  been  their  Jot.  6ut  nQ}v 
they  lived  in  a  hetter  house^  with  a.  larger  garden, 
aqd  a  few  fields,  with  two  co\v's  of  their  own. 
Allan  had  workmen  under  him,  a  hasket-maker, 
now  on  a  considerable  scale,  aad  his  wife  had  her 
apprentices  too,  the  best  dress-maker  in  all  tli^e 
country  round.  They  were  rich.  Their  cKildreii 
were  at  school,  and  all  things  belonging  hoth  tp 
outer  and  inner  life,  had  prospered  to  their  hearts; 
desire,  Allan  could  walk  about  many  familiar 
places  unattended  ;  but  that  seldom  happened,  fo.r 
while  his  children  were  at  school  he  was  engaged 
in  his  business ;  and  when  they  came  home,  there 
was  always  a  loving  contest  among  them  who 
should  be  allowed  to  take  hold  of  their  father's 
hand  when  he  went  out  on  his  evening  walk. 
Well  did  he  know  the  tread  of  each  loving  crea- 
ture's footstep^  their  very  breath  when  their  voices 
were  silent*  One  touch  of  a  head  as  it  danced 
past  him,  or  remained  riiotionless  by  his  side;  one  - 
pressure  of  an  arm  upon  his  knee ;  one  laugh  from 
a  corner  was  enough  tp  tell  him  which  of  his  chil- 
dren was  there ;  and  in  the  most  confused  npigf 
and  merriment,  his  ear  would  have  knowp  if  Ql3§  • 
romping  imp  had  been  a  way  .  So  perfectly  accris^r 
tomed  had  he  long  been  to  his  situation,  thatjt 
might  almost  be  said  that  he  was  unconscious  ol 
being  blind,  or  that  he  had  forgotten  that  his  iry^^ 
once  saw.  Long  had  Allan  Bruce  indeetd  h^f^^^ 
the  happiest  of  the  blind.  ^    ^  ^rt 
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It  chanced  at  this  lime,  that  ^inong  a  party  who 
"^Were  visiting  his  straw  manufactory,  there  was,^ 
'?fir^eon  qelebrated  for  his  skill  in  operations  npoi) 
fhe  eye,  who  expressed  an  opinion  that  Allan's 
si^ht  might  be  at  least  partially  restored,  and  offer- 
^icl  not  only  to  perform  the  operation,  but  if  Allan 
^ould  reside  some  weeks  in  Edinburgh,  to  see 
every  day,  till  it  was  known  whether  his  case 
was  or  •was  not  a  hopeless  one.  Allan's  circnni 
sta.nces  were  novv  such  as  to  make  a  few  w^eks, 
lor  even  months  confinement  of  no  importance  to 
|Trb;  and  though  he  said  to  his  wife  that  he  was 
Uverse  to  submit  to  an  operation  that  might  disturb 
iheiong  formed  quiet  and  contentment  of  his  mind 
by  hopes  never  to  be  realized,  yet  those  hopes  of 
once  more  seeing  Heaven's  dear  light  gradually 
ffembved  ail  his  repugnance.  His  eyes  were 
(S)uched,  and  when  the  bandages  were  removed, 
>ftd  the  soft  broken  light  let  in  upon  him,  Allan 
^riice  was  no  longer  among  the  number  of  the  blind. 

"  There  was  no  uncontrollable  burst  of  joy  in  the 
Soul  of  Allan  Bruce  when  once  more  a  eommuhi' 
iHtiox}  was  opened  between  it  and  the  visible  world. 
FBr  he  had  learned  lessons  of  humility  and  tem- 
petknce  in  all  his  emotions  during  ten  years  of 
blindness,  in  which  the  hope  of  light  was  too  faint 
to  deserve  the  name.  He  was  almost  afraid  to  bo 
Hove  his  sight  wiis  restored.  Gra.tefid  to  him  wasl 
its  first  uncertain  and  ^averiiig  ^liiiitrier^ 


iif8 

*)fpc£iii .  fiij  BAt  llifil  knew  -  r>pt         e ^ 

io  889n85lil  bobaold  .a  saw  J>oo.t^.'i'jfjfnr  oil  ,70  :. j 
f> lift  when  hi^  Fanily,       on  whom ;  Ua^iJ^o 
loved  to  look  when  J^he  was  a  maiden  in  her  te{>fts, 
and  who' wo  aid  not  forsake  him  in.Qt]ie  firsvt  mj§p,j:j 
i;0l  that  great  affliction,  hiU  had  heen  overjo^'e^^jio 
atofcthjB  sweeX  freedom  of  her. primortp^on^:  sitting  i 
1  infyjBrp(>tual  dark,  when  she,  nowa  staid  arwii^A'^J 
matron,  stood; hefor^;  him  witira>face  pali^  i'^fMi^r 
and: a]  1  drenched  in, tim  #QodUke;[te.ai^:^^ 
supportable  happinesi^jii Jlpofr^j^y:.^4i4  %i 
what  a  heaven  it  was  to  see  !    And  as  he  took  her 
to  his  heart,  he  gently  hent  back  her  head,  that  ho 
:  :ii3ighfc  devour  with  iis  ^eyes  J^at. , feei^0(3cjxe^uty; 
:  iwhieh  had  for^so;mAny  years^smiled  uj>pji  hlJi^^yp- 
:baheia^iOTdwwtd(fc  n^^iH]f^iiat>Poba|r  jge^i^rype 
more^fcesfdUilllMfbe  ^^i^}dam^^fiS^%tfrKG^M 
=^:imemklii^\%0pfdcm  bBLneo?.  v/oa  Jdgi!  g'y^Bb  oao  .: 
mid  s[jiJ3wo^  eaiBO  YB,dT    cfioijoeHa  Hid  ni  b'iBW  ' 

Jive  Moving!  chiMren|,.iJt^j^^  . 
might  be  seen  l|)y  thej^  {^hf^lvi^i  '^Jfe^i^I^iml^  | 
ibeibitimidjiy>  ,W;iih  blushii^g  ahee||$|  ^Jl^yaWid^^tj 
ia^kiingihoji^  Wjhile  the  boys  went  bql^lyiUjPi  ! 
<j^i4,e>;  and  the  eldest  looking  ir^  the  la^ejaj^^p^^-jgl^^jipj^d 
W^'i'th^  a  shout  of  ^Qy^  -'  Our rl^gthse^jsgg^il^Qjii 


'Fiithfet-'^ se^*^ ! ' ^and  then  : otiei^kfing  bis^i§ptnre, 

all  ofM^i3^Kad^i^fi;oi0iloioliri^haa  bile«  told,  wras 
like  himself,  another  the  image  of  its  mother,  and 
Lucy,  he  understood,  was  a  hlended  likeness  of 
^Chfe'ft^  fe^^te^'^^'But  now  he  looked  lipoBi them  with 
^^ft'tf*^6Bfi#^d^and  bewildered  joy  of  parentai  love, 
'(ii8g!i!b^'tS  %ffo^  and  distiiigiifeiiii»ctlyeoigh^,:the 
^^^ete£gte-M)j'^^^  towards  wli^mfflry^mc^  kud 
i§ti0t^^ifl  tll^^Fif  oke  did  he  know  thmr  OhrikMn 
^.^^^^me§.    Biit  soon,  soon,  did  the  sweet  faces  ,of 
his  children  seem,  to  his  eyes,  to  answer  weJ I, 
^■^^tfli  in  its  different  loveliness,  to  the  expresBsiot] 
/"H^  tK^W&ie?Gs'{io  ^o^g^ffeniaiar  to  his  heart. 
lad  ilool  ©d  r.n  bnh    i  ee^?  o)  ?r 

^^^Wiai§k?i)^#3  ^teM3l|^W^^^at  ex]mrisipn-of 

|'^1¥?^n^%n^^§ic(|daii5fte>^  aft  bf^ whom,,  f&naililar 
i  as*Efe'^Ha!i4bi%^0§n^with  them  in  his  darkness, 
one  day's  light  now  seemed  to  bring  fki^tlte^for- 
Avard  in  his  affection.    They  came  towards  him 
now  w^ith  brighter  satisfaction  ;  and  the  happiness 
^'^^flf?l^l§Wtf 'sM  "^lVe;;^ltefer  ek}M?e.«otni  taltheir 
C^in*e^d6iii^,'4iM?  te 

^'fi^the^P-  Hfo^^as^a  y<5^^^^  rrian,  whb^imiidrB'bo 
l^^SiW  WMiMh0v^a^Ghb6\-h^^  here  a^^b^n^ibe^kl- 
•^W^tfg'f^be^*&Mt  witb  toily  with  a  thoughtful  as^^t, 
' 'U-ha  Itatd'^beeii  among  joyous  and  laughing,  feifow- 
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l^ibourers  in  field  or  at  fair— here  a  naan  ,Qr)  whom, 
fen  years  before,  he  had  shut  his  eyes  in  jadvancQq 
hut  vigorous  life,  now  sittint^,  with  a  white  heaa 
and  supported  on  a  staff;  allthis  change  he  knevy 
before,  but  now  he  saw  it;  and  there  was  thus  a 
somewhat  sad,  but  an  interesting,  delightful,  aDi| 
injpressive  contrast  and  resemblance  between  thi^ 
past  and  the  present,  brought  immediately  before 
him  by  the  removal  of  a  veil.  Every  face  arounja 
Him,  every  figure,  was  instructive  as  well  as  plea^ 
sant;  and  humble  as  his  sphere  of  life  was,  an 
limited  its  range,  quite  enough  of  chance  an 
change  was  now  submitted  to  iiis  mediiation,,|^ 
give  his  character,  which  had  long  been  though tful, 
a  still  more  solemn  cast,  and  a  temper  of  still  more 
hwEdy  ^d  humble  wisdgi^^g^  ^.^^^^^^  ^,,^„g 

Nor  did  all  the  addition  to  his  happines&'cG^^ 
from  h  u  man  li  fe.    Once  mo  re  he  saw  the  h  eaveus. 
and  the  earth.     By  man  in  his  lowly  conditiori,'^ 
iiature  is  not  looked  on  very  often  perhaps,  with^ 
poetical  eyes.    But  all  the  objects  of  nature  are^ 
in  themselves  necessarily  agreeable  and  delightful 
and  the  very  colours  and  forms  he  now  saw  filled^ 
his  soul  with  bliss.    Not  for  ten  dark  years  had  he^ 
seen  a  cloud,  and  now  they  vvere  piled  up  like, 
castles  in  the  summer  heaven.    Not  for  ten  dark; 
years  had  he  seen  the  vaplted  sky,  and  there  it  wa^^^ 
no w  bending  majestically  in  its  darlc,  deep,  serene| 
azure,  Jjiillot  tfendern^p^bea^^^ 
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ipHSi^'^fi^  was  how;^  visible 

Behyai!li  'hi^'  feet  '  A  hundred  gardens  bldssoraetl 
hundred  hedge-rows  ran  across  the  meadow 
up  the  sides  of  the  hills ;  the  dark  grove  of 
Ijcaraore,  shading  the  village  church  on  its  rnount, 
^tbod  tinged  with  si  glitter  of  yellow  light ;  and 
from  one  extremity  of  the  village  to  the  other, 
Catin/  fair,  and  uh Wavering,  the  smoke  from  all  its 
chimneys  went  up  to  heaven  on  the  dewy  morning 
air.  He  felt  all  this  just  by  opening  his  eye-lids. 
And  in  his  gratitude  to  God  hiB  blessed  the  thatch 
of  his  own  humble  house,  and  the  swallows  that' 
were  twittering  beneath  its  eaves. 

wAis  IlUr  loiaqur^^  kB'nr  .... 

Such,  perhaps,  we r6  some  of  the  feelirrg;s  v^hich 
Allan  Bruce  experienced  on  being  restored  to  sight. 
But  faint  and  imperfect  must  be  every  picture  of 
m'iti'^s  inner  soul,  l^his,  however,  is  true  thsit  Al-  . 
I^ti  Bruce  now  felt  that  his  blir^dnei^  had  been  td'' 
hhii,  in  many  respect  a  blessing.  Itliad  touch^S' 
alillfearts  with  kindness  to  Vizards  him  and  Wis  wife 
Wljin  they  were  poor ;  it  had  kept  his  feet  Within 
th^  doors  of  his  house,  of  within  the  gate  of  his^ 
garld IB n ,  0 f t e n  when  t h ey  m ig h t  o th e r w i s e  h a v e 
Wandered  into  less  happy  and  innocent  places  ;  ft 
taVh;^d  to  him  the  sole  imdivided  lo  ve  of  his  s  weet 
cdnfonted  Fa;nny ;  it  ga<^e  to  the  filial  tenderness 
of%is  children  something  of  fondest  passion  ;  arid 
it^'taught  him  moderation  in  all  things,  humility, 
reverence/  and  perfect  resignation  of  the  Divine 
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Will,  ll-may^  tlierofore,  bo  truly  yiikl,.lliat  when 
the  blamdess  man  oneo  fnore.lifted'iiji1ii.s  ?<oein^ 
eves,  in  all  things  he  beheld  God. 

Soon  after  tW^?■Hi^ny,  a  Viifcall^Nirsery-garden 
between  Epslin  and  Lasswade,  a  bank  sloping 

B?aSi       5^b?^  'te*  ^p^^  ^  Sdi^h^an  emplo|4 

compatible  with  his  other  profession.  0§^^kAt'^ 

fipn  from  the  readrng^bPiMs  wife  o^r  child^^n-^iaDd 
having  been  a  gal^dene'r  in  his  youthy  amt>ng-4S8 
rSar^tf^Hiir'kVodatife  especially  ^xljerideiR 

fjis;  knowledge  respecting  flowers,  shtuW/  ^"^^ 
if^es.    Here  he  follows  that  health^'',  pleaMrit,>  ihd 
ihtelligeht  occupation.    Among  his  otherlii4is{imt 
Gardeners  there  is  one  man  with  a  head  whitdias^ 
.^now,  but  a  ruddy  and  cheerful  coHntenance^  wholl 
frdni  his  self-importance^  seems  to  be  the  pmpirieir 
tor  of  the  gard^ti.    This  is  Allan's  Fath^^  Wfio; 
lives  iri  a  small  cottage  adjoining,  takes^^a^cf'^  ■ 
air  the  gardening  tools,  and  is  master  <)f  tte  ^ti^>^ 
hives.    His  old  Mother,  too,  is  sometimes 'so^ 
weeding  ;  bu  t  oftener  with  her  grand eMrdr^n,^:WfeG% 
in  the  evenings,  after  school,  they  are  playilig  dA^I 
the  green  plat  by  the  Sun  Dial,  with  flowers '!^a4.  ' 
landed  round  their  heads,  or  feeding  the  l^^g^.ti^4M4 
iri  the  clear  silvery  well  near  the  rd<>tB%f  |hfe 
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{VidiS0'2(r  Milk  Wholesale. 

iMoHito^toe.olifo^  tlio  frolics  of  the  Honourable 
MD((|rtj^j  nttnftdj^a  great  noise  in  the  newspapers. 
Ti&e  fedbwing  re<iords  one  of  the  most  whimsical 

-fiiOfij^-'nioniing,  after  having  danced  all  night  at 
^tt.mi&i^bly,  he  sauntered  out,  with  the  Marquis 
oiE^-^tft-^lea^ning  on  his  arm;  and  in  crossing  St, 
ikrbii^e'WfiS  '^^uare,  found  an  old  rustic  standing  be- 
fcrre  the  door  of  Dumb  reek's  Hotel,  with  his  cart 
firU'  of^ butter- milk  barrels.  He  quickly  concerted 
wddth  the  Marquis  a  scheme  of  fun,  whereby  the 
milk  of  the  old  man  found  a  very  ditre rent  destiny 
toiwhat  its  owner  intended.  They  first  jumped  up 
iBffront  of  the  cart,  seized  the  halter,  and  galloped 
ofty  leaving  the  poor  man  to  follow  as  he  best 
i3$)uld,  then  took  out  all  the  spiggots,  and  in  grand 
s^^lfe  (l^ove  along  George-street,  past  the  Assembly 
JiooiitSjT:  to  the  astonishment  of  the  fashionables 
iwJhIcmi ■ibey  had  lately  left  ;  then  down  Frederick: 
fitr^t^'^long  Prince's-street,  and  back  again  to  St. 
Ajjip^^vS-Square,  all  the  time  followed  by  the  old 
jiiailk^m,  wh^Jg.,yia,^gcy?;g  pf  hi^  ^9?' 
4rig  feiij^^^uaW^  f^^gerty-^eljLjgii^g.  tbe!.cause^^'a5^^ 
exhausted  his  whole  vocabularj  9)^^(5^ (^|jpati oris, 
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in  giving  vent  to  his  indignation.    VVith  his  sky-  - 
blue  top  coat  flying  behind  him,  and  his  rougli 
shod  heels  striking  fire  from  the  pavement,  he  pur- 
sued his  ravished  cart,  shouting  as  loud  as  his  ex- 
hausted lungs  would  permit,  "  O,  ye  unhanged 
blackguards! — ye  villans! — ye  deil's  buckles  ! — 
I'll  ha'e  the  law  o'  ye,  gin  there  be  law  in  Era-^ 
brugh,  ye  vagabonds! — I'll  get  ye  a  better  house; 
than  your  father  ever  biggit,  for  ye^  ye  rascals  ! — 
ril  get  ye  claped  up  as  sure  as  ye're  leevin',  ye , 
rampaging  Embrugh  hallanshankers  !"    As  soon 
as  he  arrived  at  the  Hotel,  the  Marquis  delivered 
the  reins  into  his  hand;  but  blue-bonnet  vowed  he  , 
would  not  quit  him,  tillhehad  ascertained  his  name, 

and  that  of  his  companion.    Mr.  put  his 

hand  into  his  pocket,  and  drew  out  a  piece  of  pa- 
per, which  he  said  contained  the  required  addres- 
ses;  and  while  the  old  man  unfolded  it,  our  young  ^ 
heroes  took  the  opportunity  to  escape.    The  bit  • 
of  papret  turned  out  to  be  a  ten  pound  note,  '  Ah, 
stop,  my  bonny  lads,'  cries  the  appeased  milk-man,  j 
*  I've  something  to  say  t'ye.    ^  Will  ye  need  ony  | 
mair  milk  the  moi'n  ?*  i 


FINIS. 


